TUE WILMINGTON JOURNAL,

w1 LMINGTON, N, C., MONDAY, MAY 4, 1857,

a—

Commings and Comcts.

Comets are a species of vagrant, desultory, wan-
dering, dissipated planets, with long manes and tails
—hairy fellows, as their name implies—very g889Y,
also ; indeed, fome assert that they are all gas, like
unto ranting politicians, or political parsons—dema-
gogues on an extensive scale, plausible, but by »o
means strengthy, eccenric in their orbits, without
weigzht of character, or gravily of deportment, not al
all related to the * solid men” ef any known and
established world,—poor fellowe, with no sattelites
or sycophantic secondary globas ; sometimes going 80
near to the eun as to endanger their beards, and
then running off into space beyond sighs or calcula-
tion.—members of the solar system, with private no-
sions of their own which they keep to themselves.—
Such are comets.

Now, for our own part, we have not even a gpeak-
ing acquaintance with comels ; we bave always trea
ted them with a respect the most distant—never
ooming within a few millions of miles of them; we
have carefully avoided any reflections upon their
private characters, and we therefore fe.el.tne .greatest
surprise that any comet! should take it into 118 bzaad
or tail, as the case may be, to run a muck against
this quiet, unoffending old earih of ours. We can-
not see why any comet should enter into a conspira-
oy with Dr. Cummings, of London, to piteh into us
on the 13th of next June. We cannot see what
grudge any comet can have against the globg that
we inhabit, that it should be seized with an insane
desire 1o butt its head against her serrestrial
stomach and midriff. We have riever heard of any
hard words having passed between the parties, and
wo take it especially hard, that the reverend Dr.
ghould nid and abet, instigate and excite the comet
unknown, to the commission of the threatened assault
and hattery. Why shonld the Dootor take sides with
the comet? 'Vhat is Le to gain by decerting the
eairee of the earth, and turning second—bottle -holder,
trainer, as it were, to the long-tailed visitant? What
can have made the man so ferocions? To be eure,
he turned sort of Know Nothing a couple of years
ago, and wrote a long letter in which ne predicted
that the Pope and the wild Irish would play the
deuce generally, unless somebody cut off their coal-
wils and great toes, but surely the idea of mounting
astride of n comet's tail, and knocking us all to
smash, 18 rather a desperate expedient to be resorted
to for the prevention of the other dreaded consum-
mation.

Cannot something be done with the comet, or it8 |
friend, the Dr.? Is there no chance for our obtaining
a short respite? Does nobody know Cummings, and
will nobody beg him to say a word or two in our fa-
vor” Itisa hard case, for unfortunately the world
is not prepared to wind up—we should all like to
square up and pay up before winding up, but nobody
can do so hetween now and the 18th of next month,
It can't be dud.

There is one little, trembling hope left. The com-
et's head is said to be very =oft, and the Dr’s is much
softer than his heart, They may find old mother
earth too hard for them. This world of ours is a
right hard customer, as many an ambitious youth has
had rewson 1o acknowledge. The very atmosphere of
the earth is said to be much harder than the head ol
the comet—much more solid, and the lizht.-headed
youngster may find out that it has caught a tartar.—
[.ike unto a man missing his lick and striking his
fist against a hr ¢k wall, it may bark the knuckles of

——

The Next Congressional Elections In this State.

Our readers, we presume, are all aware that elec-
tions will be held this year for eizht members of Con-
gress to represent the eight disiriots into which the
State of North Carolina is laid off. The election day
will be the first Thursday in Augast next.

In the last Consress, the State was represented by
five Democrats and three Know Nothings, the
second, third, fourth, seventh and eighth dislr'fcla
sending Demoerats; the first, fifth and sixth distnc};
sending Know Nothings. The Democrats from this
State, in ihe last Congress, were Messrs. Ruffin,
Winslow, Bianch, Craige and Clingman ; the Know
Nothings, Mes:rs. Paine, Reade and Puryear. Of
the Democrats, ali are candidates for re-election, with
a sirong assurance of success. Of the Know Noth-
ings two, Mlessrs Paine and Reade, decline to run,
and one, Mr. Puiyear, is again in the field as the
nominee of the Know Nothing party of the sixth dis-
trict ; he is opposed by Mr, Scales, of Ruckingha.m,
who ran him very close two years 2go, since which
time the Democrats have carried the district for Pres-
ident, thus affording us the best reasons for enlertain-
ing a confident exprctation that Mr. Scales wi!l be
successful in his canvass this summer. A gentleman
pam -d Smith, has been nominated as the Know No-
thing candidate in the first district. ' We have heard
a report somehow, that Dr. Shaw, who formerly rep-
resented that distriet with 8o much ability, had been,
or would be, nominated by the Demoerats. We do
not know how this may be, but think it very proba-
ble. The Democrats cairied that distriet last year,
and it i~ in their power to do so this. The &i'th dis-
trict may, we presume, be regarded as certain for the
Know Nothings. should no unforeseen and untoped
for contingency arise.

Now, ihe case stands this way. To secure a clear
majority in the nex: House ot Representatives, ll.le
Democrals must make gains and can aflord to sustain
no losses. They must sirive after the first and guard
against the secord, and this can only be done by
harmony, concert of action—the waiver of all personal
or sectional feelings, that might interfere with the
organization of the party. This brings us 1o our
own distriet and the position of things therein.

Mr. Win Jow, alter gserving one lerm in Congress,
announces himself asa candilate for re-election,
gubject 1o the action of a Democratie Convent.iuu,
ghould the party deem it expedient to hold one. Thus
far, no movement v hatsoever, has been made in
that direction in any of the ccunties ¢f the disiriet.
and from aypearances, we are led to believe that no
such movement will be made. Here, in New Han-
over, for cbiious reasons already gtated, no move-
ment has been made. The incumbent is a citizen of
the upper end of the district—of Cumbetland county
—and motives of delicacy alone would be sufficient
to restrain New lHanover from ihe initiative in any
step culeunlated even to appear like distiusl or oppo-
«it’on ; and knowing this, we regret to have noticed
some communications in the columns of our cotem-
porary ol the Fayetteville Carolinian, indic.nir:g on
the part of their writers, « total misapprehension of
the position occupied by this county and some other
eounties down here, Duplin, certainly. A correspond-
ent, writing in a late Carolunan over the signalure
of ** Robeson,’" says, il Wilmingion has a man, or
Duplin hasa mzn who claims they with to urge, ekc.,
thus seeming to suppose that there are aspirants here
or in Duplin, desirous of pre=sin~, or heing pressed.
Doplin and New Hanover, weare proud to say, bave
many good and tiue Democrats within their borders,
whom we would support with pleasure. The same
remark wi | apply to any of the other counties of the

its head—it may scalp itself, it may dislocate its tail,
it may hurt its own feelings, it may cripple itself |
gencrally, und be made to feel cheap, torn up in its
mind. a foolish, hacked-down and discombobberated |
sncking ecomet, and there will ba no sympathy for it. |
Think of that, Dr. Cummings, and take care of your|
Quixotie protege.

But there is & horrible suspicion behind. The
comot is «aid to be composed of very attenvated gas- |
The atmosphere of the earth is also composed |
of gasses, Gueses have a chemical affini'y for each|
may take |
Our atmosphere, instead ol defending us, |

i o -

other, aund who knows what * fusion ™

lace !
ray wet like Louis Plullippe’s troops, and ** fraternize "
wilh the revolutionary outside party, and out of that |

f usion an inflammable gas may arise that will go off|

like a flash on coming in contact with anything like
fire. Wouldn't it be advisable to put out all the
fires, extinguish the lights, eat cold wictuals, go 1o
bed at dark, and lock up the loco-foco matches for a
couple nf weeks before and after the visit of the com-
et—that is, if we survive so long.

But we are threatened in another and totally dif- |
ferent way. Some folks say Yhat the comet is lie
oceasion of ti:e late Spring. That, instead of burn-
ing us up it is going to freeze us out. I8 tail is|
composed of volatile ether, and will congeal even
drummond lights and other evidences of combustion,
causing them to stand stiff as pokers, which is fright-
ful tn think of. Some Russian explorers once started
overland to the North pole. In the course ot their
peregrinations, they made a fire one evening, when 'i
suddenly the thermometer fell from the mild point of
42 degrees below zero, until presently it became se-
verely cold and a phenomenon was presented—a
very strange one at that. The blaze stood right
s'raight in its tracks without flickering or waving. —
They touched it with their hands and it was fiozen
hatd, some of them broke ofl pieces and essayed to
eat it. It tasted pretty well, with & sort of cayenne-
pepperish flavour, Luckily they took the hint in
time and merely tasted it. Some put pieces in their
pockets by way of curioeity, and forget it for some-
time until it was brought to their minds in a rather
unpleagant way. One night they had all gone asleep
—the weather moderated—the chunks of solid flame
in their pockets thawed out and set fire to their gar.
ments, coming near consuming the bodies and bones,
over-coals and breeches of eleven sleeping Russians.

Such are the terrible prospects before us, such are
be fates with which we are threatened by Dr. Cum-
mings and his private and personal comet. We have
felt bad about it for sometime, and had intended %o
have given both of them a piece of our mind, bat
have been preventing from devoting to it the proper
altenlion by the mere sublunary topics of public
lands, distributions, deposits, congressional elections
and 80 forth. But what is the use of distributing
the public lands or of not distributing the public
lands if they are all to be used up—what’s the use
of caring who ought to be, or who will be elected in
August, which will be six weeks after the end of
the world. The Capitol will be destroyed and the
seats burned up.
But let us say one thing—the election for Commis-
sioners of Navigation will come on Monday next,
and if we must die, let us die gloriously. Let us
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" ont by a convention,

elect the Democratic ticket in May and fight the
comet in June. The Democracy ean whip all the
comets that Dr. Cummings owns. Yea, verly.
Daily Journal, 2d tnst.
05~ The last Rutherford Demperat says, that a gen-
tleman named Wilson, William J. Wilson, of Forks
of Pigeon, in Hzywood County, is out for Congress
s the 8th district, in opposition to Mr. Clingman,—
We do mot know upon what ground Mr. Wilson
stande. Mr. Clingman, will, we presume, be re-eleot.

ed wirhout dificulty. "

distriet. There are good and true men, and good
democrats in them all  But we have reason to know
that there is no n'an in New Hanover that seeks any
noir. ination or eandidacy at this time ; neither is there
in Duplin, nor do we think there i8 any democrat in

! the district who would be a candidate unless brought

This, of course, i8 only our
opinion.

What, then,is the state of the case, and what are we
to do? Evidently to keep together in barmony, and
secure our unily and sirength in the distriet. This
is our first duy as demociats, a duty which takes
precedence of all merely personal preferences or pre
judices, or local feelings ; it isa duty which the Dem-
ocracy of this district will fulfil. The unity and har.
mony of the many thousands of good and true Demo-
crnl:; in the old Cape Fear disirict is oot to be light-
ly ricked.

That a difference of opinion exists in regard to the
policy of a vote given by Mr. Win-low during the
closing dnys of the las' Congress, is, we believe, gen.
erally known. @hat the great majority of the Dem-
cerats of the District would have preferred that that
vote had not been given, we feel assured. Bat in #0
voting, Mr. Wins'ow did no more than act with his
colleagues, and in the course pursued by the delega-

| ‘jon—a mistaken course, as ve must think—we still

feel assured thaut i abnegation of piineiple was meant
hy our Democratic representatives in Congress. They
yielded to a supposed necessity, and went for a mea-
sure which might not be, in theory, withoul some
justification, thouzh, in practice, it bas heen found
totally and irreconcileably st variance with Demo
cratic policy ; still, the difficully being at first blush
only a practical one, and ‘he yielding beiog from
supposed considerations of practical necessily, while
we have fell in duty bound to dissent from the vote,
we have not felt called upon to make an issue against
the individuals, neither do we feel called upon to do
so now. We lock upon the vole as a grave mistake,
a serious error of judgment, alihcugh, no doubt
dene [ jom pure motives and with no idea of straying
off from principle. As Democratio editors, impressed
with the gravity and serious character of the mistake
made, we could not suffer it to pass without recording
our dissent. We are all liable to errors, and there
fore all hound 10 make allowances for the errors of
ohers, but we are not bound to adopt these eriors as
our own, which woull have been our case had we
refrained from a full expression of our opinion in 'his
instance, for, situated as we are, silence would have
been justly consirued into assent and approval.

We think we may say with truth, that we have
ever yielded a cheerful assent to the wishes, while
we have sought to promote the harmony of the party
in the Jistrict,—neither seeking to forestall nor re-
tard the expression of such wishes : nor to allow pri-
vale griefs or factious feelings to enter into, or influ-
ence our conduct as Editors. At jthis time we think
it is very essential that there should be but one Dem-
ocratic candidate in the field in any district in the
State. If we might mike a suggestion, we would ex-
press our opinicn that usage would seem to say, that
where the democratic incumbent aLnounces himselfa
candidate for re-election, subject to a convention, and
ne convention is held, then it amounits to a tacit re-
cognition of his eandidacy by the party, as a party
candidate. Let us have no division ; if there is any
desire for a convention, all right ; if it is deemed best
not to have a convention, all right, too; but no two
democratic candidates ; if there be any opposing pre-
ferences, a convention is the place, and not the polls.

These remarks will of course, apply in some meas-
ure to other districts as well as this. We notice that
the Newbern Express and some other opposition or-
gans, are trying 1o make some eapital against Col
Ruffin and other gentlemen, and to press the remarks
of the Journal into their service. Now, the Journal
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for Mr. Campbgli's bill, our representatives yielded
too much to a supposed necessity, but surely that is
no justification for attack by a party thai claims this
vole as a concession lo it. Surely the Newbern
Ezpress, if sincere in its professions and avowals,
ought rather to moderate its opposition to Mr. Ruffin
thap to inciease it, and make it more virulent. The
fact is that it has no idea that Mr. Ruffin intends to
desart his party on this question of .listrioution, other-
wise, it would not be pitching into him so severely.

B>~ We have been shown the following card,
which we understand has been stuck upon trunks
passing over the route referred 1o :

I_ — 1
T

!NEW AND BEST ROUTE NORTH AND SOUTH.
VIA:

RALEIGH,
CHARLOTTE, and
coLtmBIA.

E———

That this is @ new route, or at least newer than the
lower or ses-board route, via Wilminglon, no one
denies, but that 1t is the bes! route, is an assertion
from whieh we most positively dissent.

The distance from Weldon to Kingsville, via Ra-
leigh, Charlotte and Columbia, is 75 miles greater
than by the old mail route, via Wilminzton, and
passengers going by the npper route arrive at Kings-
ville 12 hcurs later than those going by the Wilming-
ton route, making the difference of a train and a
connection. The same remark will apply with re-
speel lo passengers going North from Kingsville 1o
Weldon. It «honld be understood that Kingsville is
the Southern aud Weldon the Northern point of di-
vergence between the upper and lower routes. If
ihe roads on the lower route ure not as smooth and
pleasant and the acccmmodations generally at least
as good on 1he lower as on the upper route, we have
yet 10 know it. We don’t think our friends of the
upper lines are quite candid in sticking this,canl up-
on trunks. We wish them every success in & gener-
al way, but are naturally opposed to that success be-
ing built up particularly st the expense of our lines,
especially when the facts of the case do not sustain
their electioneering promises or professions. How-
ever, we know they are mistaken and we take pleas-
ure in eetting them right—no doubt_they will take
pleasure in being sel right.

gt Spring appears to be with us at last, and the
showers of April are making their appearance in
May, warm and genial, and the little buds and blos-
soms are out blooming. We would indulge in some
quite romantic reflections il we had time, or if we
felt hke itl—but first, our associale is gone : and sec-
ondly, we feel like the mischief, if not worse ; and
would be sick, if we could afford it. Every eentence
we write is drugged out by a sort of physical com-
puleion, and is not at all amusing to us. We don’t
think it will be amusing to anybody else. We lLave
been wishing for warm weather, and now that it has
came, v @ see everylhing yellow, and feel jaundiced.
Our old friend, the China tree at the coraer, is ¢com-
ing out. At the very ends of his limbs, on his fin-
gers and toes, as it were, the leaves are making their
appearance in small tufts  He will soon be oul in
all his glory, looking magnificent, and smelling prodi-
giously scrumptious.

Doixgs AT FaverTEvILLE.— The Wilmingion Light
Infantry which leit here on Wednesday, arrived at
Fayetteville in good time and in prime order, and
were enlertained glorivusly by their Fayetieville
hosts, Ve learn from u private source, that they
had a fine time of it, and ure more than pleased —they
are delighted. The company with the bind, also in
aniform numbere 1 net far from sixty men, and were
much wdmired.

Mr. D. G. White of the Wilmingt n Light Infan-
try, won the Goblet shot for at Fayetteville, making
the three best shots,—average 2§ inches Capt. W,
L. DeRosset of the same company, came next, we be-
iieve.

The company leave to day for Raleigh, where they
will also enjoy themselves no doubt, there only being
one fear—that the people of the Uity of Oaks will
kill them with kiudness.— Daily Journa/, 2d inst.

May Day.—Weunderstand that this is the firat of
May, and we are further confirmed in that under-
standing by seeinz the military turn.cut for Iarget
practice, as ig the custom. ‘The companies, to wit:
the German Volunieers and the Rifle Cadets, lcok
well, very well, and show faller ranks than they
have been showing for some time past, although still
not 8o full as we would like to see. There is one
thing puzz'es us, and that is, where the flowers came
from that form the wreaths around the targets.

It is only a matter of understanding, and not of the
feelings, that this is May Day. it don’t look like it,
and it don’t feel like it.  April thowers bring forth
May flowers, or used 10 ; but we see nothing but May
dust—that is all the flower about.

Several of the schools will, we believe, have their
graceful May festivale, and fjair little queens and
maids of honor, and all that sort of thing, and no
doubt present gay and happy scenes in spite of the
weather.— Daily Jonrnal, 1st inst.

g3~ Have we acknowledged the receipt of Harper
for May ?—we think not, and therefore do so now.
Mr. Whitaker has laid it on our table. It is as usual,
readable.

We have also from the publishers, the old Knicker-
bocker for May, good and glorious. It makes one
feel better to readit. Mr. J. H. Rothwell is agent for
it. It is also for sale at the bookstore.

The publishers have also sent us * Household
Words,” which is one of our favorite publications.—
We were somewhat surprised a short time since to
find that Mr. Whitaker had ceased keeping it for
sale, of course he was right in doing se, since the
sale did not justify him ia ordering on copies of it.—
But it is really so pleasant, and geverally so sensible
a publication that we should have looked for a larger
sale

Suooring HERE YESTERDAY.—We understand that
the Gold Star shot for by the officers of the German
Volunteers was won by Capt. H. Vonglahn, Gold
Meda¥ shot for by privates, won by D. Hashagen,
$10 gold piece, won by W. Diensbach. DPurse of $5
ghot for by company, won by C. H. Cornehlson.

The White Plume, tipped with red, shot for by the
company of Rifle Cadets was won by 3rd Sergoant
Joshua T. James, who made the best average on
three shots. The hat presented by officcrs was won
by 3rd Lieut. J. J. McGrath who made the best
single shot.

The day was windy and the shooting not as good
as usual, on that account.— Daily Journal, 2d 1nst.

County Court Clerk.

It will be perceived that Mr. Samuel R. Bunting
hae announced himself as a candidate for re-election,
as Clerk of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions,
at the election to be held on the 6th of August next.
We dare say his claims will be favorably considered
by the people. He is mild and courtecus to all with
whom he has intercourse ; of striot integrity ; sory pu-
lously exact in the discharge of his duties, angd in-
dustrious and to be found at his post in all the honrs
of business. We guess we will vote for him,

Commereial,
Mr. Bunting is everything that the Commercigl
says he is. There are fow, if there be any more popu-

lar officers in the State.

may have thought, and does siill think, that in mtilm1

Election To-Day. =

The election for Commissioners of Navigation i8
progressing very quietly; at 12 o'ciock there were
somew here about 260 votes polled. We would inform
the Fayetteville Observer tba' we are fighting our
peaceful batile in peace and harmony. We have
notseen s symptom of angry feeling, and we trust
and believe, thal no such thing will be exhibited in
any way.

The Democratic ticket can be elected. It ought
to be elected, and it will be elected, if Democrats on-
ly do their daty. It is for them, this alternoon, to
say how the thing will go. They have the majority.
If having the power to elect their men they don’t do
it, they will only have themselves to blame, and
ought to be ashamed of themselves.

RusseLr's Magazing. — The May number has been
Jaid on our table. Upcn the whole, we think it bet-
ter than that for April. It 18 n.ore popular, combines
more readability, with an equally bigh order of analy-
tic ability, and, so far as we can judge, is all that can
be asked for or required bythe South. Ablersnd
sounder than its Northern competitors, it is equally,
and mor« rationally amusing. We commend it cor-
dially to our readers.

Soutbhern Ruilroad Association,

This Association, composed of all the Presidents
and Superintendents of the Southern Railroads, will
hold its regular annual convention at Augusta, Ga,,
on the 21st, 22d and 23d days of May, as fixed by
the President of the last convention.

It is understood that a projosition will be submitied
by the Postm ster General toexpedite the wails 12
hours between Montgomery and Washington city.

§3~ The jostmaster general has coneluded a con-
tract with the Panamz R. R. Co., for the tranemission
of the mail across the isthmus at the rate of $100,000
per annum.

One Week Later fiom Europe.—Arrival of the
Atilcne

NEw Yorx, May 1.—The Cunard steamer Alrica,
with Liverpool dates of the 18th ult,, has arrived.
The steamer City of Baltimore arrived out on the
14th, and the Arago on the 18th.

Queen Victoria has given birth to another daugh-
ter, ind the English journals are filled with rejoicings
over her safe accouchement. Polities are quiet in
England,

It is reported that the Emperor Napoleon was go-
ing to Algeria. 1here are continued romors of con-
spiracies in France. The republicans propose run-
ning Carnot, Cavignac, and others for the legisla-
lare.

There are ramors that the four powers had become
wearied with the trifling about Neufchatel, and are
about to impose terms on Prussia and Switzerland.

It is reaffirmed that France and England are medi-
ating the Spanish-Mexican quarrel. It is anaounced
that Prussia will mediate between the western pow-
ers and Naplos.

Sardinia propises to resume negoliations with
Rome. Wartemburg bas sizned a concordat with
Rome. The demand of Turkey on Persia for the
restitulion of territory has been referred to France
and England.

The Anglo-Persian treaty is not concluded.

It is reported rhat the Circassians have gained an-
‘other victory over the Russians.
| Portugal ix jueparing an expedition against Ma-
| Ca0.
| Austria is negotiating a treaty with Perssa simi-
| lar to that concluded with the United States.

The Latest.

Paris, April 16.—The co-operation of the French
government in furtherance of the English operations
i China will be of the heartiest kind. The Catholic
Charch, for the protection of numerous missionaries
there, has made urgent representations to the Empe-
ror lo take an active part in the war.

It is said that Lord Elgin will demand of the Cabi-
net of Pekin the renewal of former treaties, with the
following amplifications of some ot their provisions :
As regards commerce, the number of ports open to
Europeans is to be nine, instead of five ; and diplo-
matic missions are to be esiablished at Pekin on the
same footing as those ol Russia.

As regards offence snd defence, 1he English gov-
ernment demands the right of establishsng military
posis wherever they have consule; and that vessels
of war may eanter any port whatever.

Loxpon, Saturd«y.—Her Majesty’s health ia favor-
able, and the infant is well

The Spanish ambassador at Paris has had an inter.
view with Count Walewski and Lord Cowley on
Mexican affairs. In the event of the failure of pa-
| cific negoliaticns, the Spanish government will ad-
| dress u note to the other power, seiting forth * our

moderation,” and declaring that, *in the event of hos-
| tilities, the cabinet of Madrid is not responsible for
| the consequences.”

Ii Rlot on the Baltimore and Ohlo Rallroad,

| Bartimore, May 1.-—The strike uvpon the Bali-
more and Ohio Rairoad resulied in a very serious
riol this afternoon. Four freight trains started out
in charge of armed guard , in obedience to the proe-
lamation of the governor issued to day. All the
traing were mobbed near Ellicot’s Mill by the riot-
ers, and some thirty muskets were fired from the cars.
Two oi the rio'ers were wounded. One of the trains
got through, but the others were uncoupled Ly the
rioters, and were compelled 1o return to ths eity,

Destrunetive Fire In Sandusky.

Saxpusky, April 30th.—An extensive fire, which
consumed nearly hall a square, broke out at an early
hour this morning, and raged for two hours before it
was checked. Several dwellings, with the extensive
buildings of the Sandusky Machine Company, and
the contents, were destroyed The loss is estimated
at $100,000. The insurance is very smal!l.

Tue VarLue oF IRen.—The British Quarterly Re-
view gives the following curious and instructive cal-
cuiation. A bar of iron, worth one pound sterling,
is worth when worked into —

Horse shoeB.... .vvv vvus v 2 10s.
Table knives.... vovs voss vaes o00036
Neodi®R. ssae ssacwnivvoni save ssseTh
Penknife btlades.... s 0e9s0DT
Buttons and buckles. .... v... ....897
Springs of watches.... ........50,000

A piece of cast iron worth one pound sterling is

worth when converted into—
Machinery.cece sovevoncnunsnees £4
Orpamental works. .vvvvevvees vee 45
Buttons and Berlin works..... ....600
Nock chaing....covvvvennes...1,386
Shirt bottone. veeevies veve . 5,896

_Thirty-one pourds of iron have been made into

wire upwards of 111 miles in length.

Mixyesora —We find in the St. Paul papers the
following proelamation from. Gov. Gorman ;

‘*“ An extraordinary emergency having arisen in
the affairs of the Territory of Minnesols, requiring
an exlra session of the legislature for the purpose ol
providing by law for holding courts, and for enget-
ing_such laws as may be deemed necessary 1o enable
the people to form a State constitution, preparatory
to being admitted into the Union as a State ; also, for
the pur of diapoainﬁof the grant of lands made
by the Comgres= of the United Siatea at its last ses-
sion, to aid the Territory of Minnesota in construct-
ing certain designated railroads therein. The mem-
bers of the council and house of representatives are
therefore required to meet at St. Pauls on Monday,
the 27th of April, 1857, and take into consideration
the objects above specified.”

TusnELiNG New JERSEY.—A correspoident of
the New York Newe, who is evidently grieved at
certain ‘““evils of the State,” suggests the idea of
tunneling New Jersey from the Hudson to the Dela-
ware, and thus save the $1 tax imposed upon travel-
ers erossing hur territory. Another suggestion is,
that the Jersey dues be capitalized as the Danish
dues are—each State of the Union to pay at once
their respective proportion of the expense for ** keep-

ing_and supporting " gates at the entrance of her
terntory.

The Pittefield (Mass.) Eagle of April, 17th eays
that workmen have been engaged for the past five
mouths in bering an artesian well for the use of the
paper-mill of the Hon. Thomas Colt, in the eastern
part of that town. Afler boripg to the depth of two
hundred and fourteen feet through solid rock, at
great expense, water wae struck on Tuesday, and
_&n:hed up at the rate of two hundred gallons & min-

Tue Stave Trape—Our readers will remember
the various accounts which, now, for a long time,
have been coming to us of extentive importations of
slaves from Africa into Cuba.

They will recollect that the telegraph but a few days
ago reported the capiure of a slaver bound for that
Island, and the discovery and pursuit of another —
These things will prepare the way for the following
from the Savannah Republican of Thur:day last:

Notwithstanding the diligent exertio=s of the prin-
cipal nations of Chrisiendom to put down this traffic,
there are indic tious that it bas largely inereased
during the past few years, and bids fair 1o do so in
a still greater ratio, for a time lo come. The great
centre of the trade is Cuba, where, we are reliably
informed, there i8 a large and thoroughly organized
company, with a heavy capital, Jevoted to the busi-
ness. During the past few wecks the following ves.
gels have bee.. purchased at the prices named, by
houses in Havana, to be added, it is generally be-
lieved, to the African line of slave-traders, which is
gaid to pumber at this lime one hundred and fifty
sail.

The schooner Tallulah, of New Orleaus, for 7300.

A sehooner—name unknown— of Wilmington, N.
C., for $5400.

Schooner Abhott
$6500. .

Briz R. B. Lawton, of Newport, R. I, tradingibe
tween Savannah anl the Cuban poris, for $9500.

Baique Minnetoka, 324 tons, of New York, for
$13,500.

Schooner Joseph H. Records, (we!l known from
her previous engagcment in the trade) of Newport,
R. L, for $6500

To these may be added the brig Putnam and barque
Clara B. Williams, recently purchased by & commer-
eial house in Havaua.

We have reeceived this information from a source
which we coneider entirely reliable, and 1t will as”
tonish some people who have been accustomed to
believe that the importation of a cargo of slaves [rom
the coas! of Africa is a rare ocourrence.

Devereaux, of Sivannah, lor

Interesting facts aboiut the sub=-Atlantlc Telegraph,

The core or conductor of the great Atlantic cable
i8 composed of seven copper wires wound together
The cable will be two thougand five hundred miles in
lIength, the surplus over the actnal distance to be
traversed being censidered necessary, in case of emer-
gency, to make up for the inequalities in the Led of
the ocean and the variations that may be caused by
the winds and currents. The proiecting wires are
made into strands, each composed of s-ven of the
best charcoal iron wires. The aggregate length of
the smaller wires required in the manufaciure oi une
mile of the cable is one hundred and twenty-six
miles, «nd the whole cable will require three hun-
dred and fifteen thousand miles of this wire.

The flexibility of tl is cable is <o great that it can
be made as manageable ns a small rope, and it is ea-
pable of being tied acound the arm without injary.
Iis weight is but 1,800 pounds to the mile, and ils
strength such that it will bear in waler over six miles
of its own length il suspended vertically. Some

tom, it is enough to know that it is heavier than
those shells which have been taken up from the bed
of the ocean by Commander Berryman, while en-
gaged in sounding along the line of the telegraph
platean.

It has been asserted, too, that the strands of slen-
der iron wire by which it is protected will sufier eor-
rosion or decomposition in a short time alter their
submersion, but in doing so the material of which
they consist will enter into chemical union witt the
goft mud in which the cable is imbedded, and will
thus form a conerete mass of ealcareous or salicious
substance affording the very best possible protection.

As the time selected for the laying of the eable will
be al that period when the days are longest, there
will be comparatively little nizht to canse interrup-
tion to the work. The whole operation will not take
more than eight days n its completion. On ap-
proaching the land ot each end a much thicker cable
will be used, and ol sufficient sirength 1o render it
less liable to 1ccident from the fouling of anchors or
the effects of the currents. As a proof of the Jura-
bi.ity of such a ecable we may liere state that we saw
a specimen of that which connects Dover and Calais,
and which after a submersion of six years was as
periect as when first put down. Accidents from the
grounding of icebergs at the Newloundland terminas
will be rendered impossible by the laging and Jand-
ing of the cable in a harbor pertecily land-locked in-
to which no iceberg can enter, and where the water
varies in depth from iwo Lhundred to two hundred and
fifty fathoms.

ing is an extract of a letter received ai Lloyd's, rela

tive to the wreck of an English ship on the coast of
Norway. Itis dated—

“ Sravancer, March 14 —A pilot on the 2d inst,,
boarded a vessel about eight miles from the land, off
Kinu, near Stavanger, dismasied and waterlogged.——
Found in the forecastle thie bodies of six men, whizh
he brought with him on shore, and another body was
found between the cargo in the hold, which he could
not suceeed in landing. On one of the bodies was

*Jose; b Bell, Slot-street, Hull, 1840 ;" and ou another

name of ‘J. Buxton’ was engraved. A gertificale
found on board proved the vessel 1o be the Holingen,

&c.  The vessel was found to be without provisions;
the crew are therefore sopposed to lave died from
gtarvation, and especially us one of the bodies ap-

others to «atislfy their hunger. Some of the bhodies
had evidently leen dead srme time, others only a
few days. The most remarkable c¢ir. umstance con-
nected with this wreck is, that the crew could have
been starved to death on a voyage from Narva to
Gainsborough, as even admitting that they ran short
of provisions, or that these were spoiled on the ves-
sel filling with water, the crew must still have ex-
isted four or five days, and during that period, on a

strange that they fell i with no vessel of nuy Lind.”

A DREADFUL SLAUGHTER AMONG THE CAFFRES —
One of 1he London papeis contains an account of a
terrible slaughter amoi g the Caffies, in which no
less than thirty thousand human beings perished. It
is stated that diamrhgnres of & most #anguoinary
character recently took\place among the Zulus.—
These disturbances were caused by a eontest between
Ketchwya and Umbulazi, two sons of the paramount
chief Panda. On the 2d December, the latter was
defeated with immense slaughter. The vie orious
Ketehwya, a lad of nineteen, alter the battle, divid-
ed his army into three sections, and with these scour-
ed the country in all directions, putting to death not
only his enemies but all neutral or doubiful subjects
who eame in his way. e, however, kept clear of
Pands, who by the latest intelligence, was raising
an army in defence of his throne. It is said that
men, women and children were all alike put to death.
Umbulazi was put 10 death with the utmost barbari-
Ly, having been skinned alive.

THeE NoRTHERN METHODISTS oN SpaveErRy.—The
Methodist Conference of Eastern New York, on
Saturday adopled the majority report of the Commit-
tee on Slavery, which is as follows ;

Resolved, First, That we regard slavery as a great
natural and social evil, a violation of 1he natlural
rights of man, and opposed to the spirit and progress
of the Christain religion.

Resolved, Secondly, That we will use what influ-
ence we possess 0 prevent its extensicn into regions
and communities in which it does not a' present ex-
ist, and will use all mcans that may witi propricty
be used by Christain ministers to effect its extirpa-
tion from the world.

Hoors.—The following parody of onme of Lord
Byron's * Childe Harold * stanzas, is the best thing
we have seen on the “ vexed question  that now for

some lime has been made the subject of excessive
comment.

Roll on, ys monstrous whalebone hoops—roll on !
Ten thousands squibs are launched at you in vain.
Man marks the world in his resistless course,

But cannot touch the hoops ; they laugh to scorn
Jokes, punsters, clergymen, the prezs, and aj).
And when they die at last—as die they must—
"Twill be because they’ve gone the appointed round.

CoL Forney.— We understand that Col. Forney,
who, it has been stated, was lying very il! in Phila-
delpbia, a few days since, has been for some lime
rather seriously indisposel, but has recovered suffi-
ciently to travel, and is now in Washington, ¢anval-
escent.

Cor. ForNeY.—It 18 stated that Col. Forney has
purchased one- fourth of the Pennsylvanian, publish-
ed in Philadelphia, and will assume the editorial con-

trol of its eclumns on or about the first of May-
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doubts being entertained as to its sinking to the bot- |

A SHIP'S CREW STARVED 10 DEATH — The follow- ‘ Oid ]|‘c]and " on his banner. He belonga to the an-

feand an English prayer.book, in which was written |

a double cased silver pocket wateh, on which the!

from Narva for Gainshorough, with i cargo of deals, |

track so frequented as the North Sea, it appears|

e

The Irish m.eE.‘:‘.'.‘"" dah News,

At the recent elections no great national questig

was at issue. There was no rallying cry in the nam:
of Irelaid- in the name of freedom, and even thg,
¢ splendid phantom,’ as Richard Lalor Sheil termed
‘ Repeal,’ was not alluded to on any Hustings, | is
no longer a false sign in the heavens, to which the
political idolators of the Jay paid homage. Tt hg,
gone helow the horizon—it eank in dar ness, igno.
miny and defeat. It is well, then, that no one dareg
m the late conteste to delud: the people with the
shibboleth of sueh a spurieus nationality. If (hey
cannot obtain the substance, let them not be lam:.
lised and insulted by the shadow. It never was
worth one head cn the block, nor one immolation oy,
the floor of the House. Indeed, there is not one tes
measure introduced in which we, on this side of the
Atlantic, looking back on the old land with loye
sorrow and indignation, conld take an enthusiasti,
interest, .

All the duties the electors are called upon to dis.
r.harge. is to manifest, by the choice of very qug.;-
tionable Representatives, their opposition to th s weak
assaults anwually male in the House of Cominops
ujon the * Maynooth Grant, by a elique of Exeter
Hall bigots ; .tu ohtain relief for a few corporate townps
of & very unjust, asnoying, but paltry impost, called
. l\'luuﬂsers Monecy’—a sort of head tax levied off
Catholic communities for the benefit of Protestant
clergymen ; to support a Tenant-right bill, whicl,
confers but few rights on the tenant ; and, finally
to give to the ministry an ¢ independent nppOsi‘.ion,:
which, inthe ])Iedgﬂ of u eandidate, means the ac.
ceptance of the first gzood place that offers,

These being the principal questions upon which
the country was arrayed into as many camps as there
were candidates, the clectors are not called upon to
make such sacrifices as in (hose days when the em-
mancipation of religicn and the repeal of emactments
which struck at the soct of eivil liberty were the
stakes played for. An honest man, with vational
lgamngs, and prepared to promote upon every occa-
siond the material interesis of his constitnents, should
be selected without regard to any factious or party
ery which might have been raised. There were
such men as those in the field, but many more who
were influenced solely by sordid motives.

_In Dublin, John Reynolds, the brawling and auda-
cious demagogue, who has been thrusting his foul
presence for the last seven years upon overy vacant
constituency in the county, went before the electors.
That city had once the disgrace of his aeccidental
representation. Such a misfortune is not likely to
occur twice. The obsequions Catliolic members who
(abandoned their party and supported the Whigs un-
der the Russel administration, are likely to have met
¢ successful oppositi n.

Sir Thomas Redington, who, with the inatincts of
| piekpocket, rified Smith O'Brien’s carpet-bag, will be
defeated in Galway, for the Archbishop of Tuam
promptly} repudiated him. Lord Dunkellen, Autho-
ny O'Flaherty, and P. Blake, Q. C., were candidates
for the city of Galway, which has been the scone of
more severe election contests, resulting in more duels,
than any other borough in Ireland. The Dalys, of
| Dunsandle, and the Martins, Ballinahench, were the
great rival electioneering families of Galway, in the
good old days, when cocked hats and small swords
completed the costume of the gentlemen ; and never
did a Daly or a Martin encounter cach other in the
streets of Galway without swords being instinctively
drawn. Alter one of those conflets, it was rumored
among the crowd that Daly bad on a coat of mail.—
Au assanlt was made uponj the house where he was
stopping, but Le immediately came out on the bal-
cony, bared lns breast, and exposed his yet bleeding
wound.  The indignation was changed to admiration,
and the enthusiastic crowd gave their support to
James Daly of Dunsandle. But the time has passed
when o man might fight himself into Parliament,
even inold Galway. Whoever can induce the elec-
tors of that antique, interesting and somewhat dilap-
idated town 10 believe that he can make Galway an
| American packet station will be assuredly returned.
| Indeed, a transalantic packet station al Galway
would do more for its prosperity than Repeal could
have done for Irelend.

Mr. Lanigan contests Cashel with Sir Timothy
O'Brien, and Whigzery is likely to be deprived of
the obedient votes of Sir Timothy. As the Romans
flung their male factors from the Tarpeian rock, so
from the 10p of Cormac’s chapel shall the poor bar-
onet be cast forth amongst the political fossils of
Burgh Quay

Mayo will repudiate Ousely Higgins, and Tipper-
ary re-elect The O'Donoghue. In Waterford we
| bave four candilates, Carew O’Dwyer is supported by
| the priest. Carew is the only one who has written

tiquated Niclolas Purcell O'Gorman schonl of poli-
tics, is a fair 1actician, and has a good deal of the dash
| about him. Nex: comes Sir Henry Winston Barron,
| with his bad grammer and prim appearance. It would
- be bard to digcover his politics. But if his counten-
| ance be an index to them, they must be decidedly
bad, for Cobbet once sail thatjhe had thefugliest face
in the House ef Commons. Then we have Dobbyr
Hassard, a Hard Shell Tory, whose party consilered
the stoeks and whipping posts are fundamental prre
tions of the constitation. John Aloyisius Blake is
the fourih candidate. He 1s the people’s candidate,
and, if returned, will make an intelligent and useful
member.  In our next we will Lie able to putlish the
result of this great general eleetion.

The Comet 1o Strike thie Earth next June,
A writer on this subject in the St. Louis Republi-

: | CAN SAYS:
peared to bear marks of having been attacked by the |

1. There are astionomical ealenlations of the orbit

- of the coming eomet that warrant the prediction that
Fit will touch the earth.
| 2. Science cen ealeulate the orbit of this eccentric
| comet, no matter how long its period, and I predict,
| unhesitatingly, that the come! now approaching wil!
| come in coutract with the earth on the morning of the
161k of June, ahout twenty minates after 10 o'elock,
|’””1 the [al:ir'uf'f'f contact will be in the vicinity of a
 place called Vide Pouche or Carondelet. '
| 3. The nucl-us of this comet is Very l(lrge’ and

composed of the hisulphurretted carbonate of the pro-
| toxside of manganese. Tt e tail is ehlorine, and al.

though you cauno! see stars through it, they will pre-
!- bably be seen by many individuals at the time of the
collision.

The woild should be greateful to this writer for the
cerlainty with which he predicts the ** collision,” and
the ezoclness with which he deseribes the component
parts of the expected visitor. But we should not
forget that He who made and governs the houndless
Universe controls the movements of these and all oth-
er heavenly hodies, and sciencefalis wherever it comes
in opposition to the known laws of Divine Providence.

Baltimore Sun.

ARMY TESTIMONIAL TOo GeEN. QuitMaN.—The offi-
cers of the United States army intend to present Gen.
Quitman a service of silver plate for his efforts in
securing the passage thiough Congress of the bill
making an addition to their salaries. Gen, Quitman,
it wiill be remembered, was the chaiyman of the
House Military Committee. Gen. Scolt has written
bim a very handsome letter, announcing that, as the
senior officer, he has consented to aot as the organ of
his brother oflicers of the army in procuring the pro-
posed testimonial. —Balt. Sun.

- We have unquestionable authority for saying that
the above statements are incorrect. We have heard
that a few officers—following out the first impulse ol
gratitude to their old and valned associate in arms
for his handsome and zealous advoeacy of their claim#
upon legislative consideration—initiated a proposi-
tion to present a handscme testimonial to Gen. Quit-
man. Bat it appears that, upon reflection, the Gen-
eral’s friends—under which description may be ccm-
prised every name on the army list—apprebensive
that such a tribute might wear some appearance ol
indelicacy, or give some ground for cavil, did not
feel at liberty to act upon the friendly impulse which
gave rise to the proposition.

GGeneral Scott’s letter, which we have seen, was
couched in warm and handsome terms of acknwledg-
ment to Gen. Quitman for his friendly interest in the
ermy, but had no reference to any other or more tan-
gible testimonial than the heartfelt expression of
gratitude and affi ction on the part of his former com-
rades in the field.— Wash. Union.

Narrow Escare oF Miss Kosatie Duranxp.—At the op-
era on Wednesday evening there occurred an mesident whioh
for the mowment electrified the audienes. Miss Durand Wwas
enthusiastically called out at the end of the second act, and
was conducted before the audience by Miss Hodson, in the
character of Elvino. When about passing off the stag®
Miss Durand’s dress (as Almina) uugE: fire from the foot-
lights. Quick as thought, Elvino, with lover-like unselfish-
ness, eaught up and smothered the flames in her hands, and
the beautiful couple retired amid thunders of applauss, 108
moment more it would have been a "ri serious aceident-

Temphie Bulleim.
They won’t admit Reporters at the meeings of the
““ Know Nothing” Washington Monument Asso0ia-
tion at the Federal City.

=R

A PRy ey




